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Nashville Predators and American Red 
Cross continue partnership with record 
breaking blood drive, April 19-23

Email sports news and photos to MSTsports@prodigy.net

Grizzlies Jaren Jackson, Jr. 
will serve as youth NBA 
Court of Leaders co-chair 
from sports page 1

Pre-registered donors will re-
ceive a Nashville Predators 
Foam puck and will be entered 
into a drawing for an American 
Red Cross logo puck signed by 
current Nashville Predators 
player for each drive April 19-
April 23 
NASHVILLE, Tenn., April 12, 
2021 — The American Red 
Cross is continuing the partner-
ship with the Nashville Predators 
Foundation to host a multi-city 
blood drive April 19 through 
April 23. 
 All presenting donors who pre-
schedule an appointment will re-
ceive a Predators foam hockey 
puck, while supplies last. All pre-
senting donors will be automati-
cally entered into a drawing to 
win an official American Red 
Cross logo puck signed by a cur-
rent Nashville Predators player 
from each blood drive location. 
Additionally, April is National 
Volunteer Month – the perfect 
time to give blood, platelets, or 
plasma. There is no substitute for 
volunteer donors as blood cannot 
be manufactured. In thanks, 
when donors give blood by April 
30, they will be entered for a 
chance to win a $1,000 e-gift 
card. 
 “We are in need of blood donors 
as we gear up for the summer 
travel season,” said Garry Alli-
son, regional donor services ex-
ecutive with the Red Cross 
Tennessee Valley Blood Services 
Region. “We are very thankful 
for our great community part-
ners, like the Nashville Preda-
tors, who step up and host much 
needed drives in the region to 
meet the needs of area hospitals 
and patients.” Eighty percent of 
blood donated to the Red Cross 
is acquired from blood donations 
made at blood drives. The organ-
ization supplies 40 percent of 
blood across the nation 
 “COVID has truly impacted us 
all in the way we live and work,” 
Allison said. “The same is true 
for blood donation. We are grate-
ful for this partnership and look 
forward to successful drives in 
many communities thanks to the 
Predators. The impact through 
this mission has been record set-
ting.” 
 
 How to donate blood 
 Simply download the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visit Red-
CrossBlood.org, sponsor code: 
PREDS19 or call 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or en-
able the Blood Donor Skill on 
any Alexa Echo device to make 
an appointment or for more in-
formation. All blood types are 
needed to ensure a reliable 
supply for patients. A blood 
donor card or driver’s license or 
two other forms of identification 
are required at check-in. Individ-
uals who are 17 years of age in 
most states (16 with parental 
consent where allowed by state 
law), weigh at least 110 pounds 
and are in good health may be 
eligible to donate blood. High 
school students and other donors 
18 years of age and younger also 
must meet certain height and 
weight requirements. 
 Blood and platelet donors can 

save time at their next donation 
by using RapidPass to complete 
their pre-donation reading and 
health history questionnaire on-
line, on the day of their donation, 
before arriving at the blood drive. 
To get started, follow the instruc-
tions at RedCrossBlood.org/Rap-
idPass or use the Blood Donor 
App. 
 
Health insights for donors 
The Red Cross is testing blood, 
platelet, and plasma donations 
for COVID-19 antibodies. The 
test may indicate if the donor’s 
immune system has produced an-
tibodies to this coronavirus, re-
gardless of whether they 
developed symptoms. Testing 
may also identify the presence of 
antibodies developed after re-
ceiving a COVID-19 vaccine. 
 Plasma from routine blood and 
platelet donations that test posi-
tive for high levels of antibodies 
may be used as convalescent 
plasma to meet potential future 
needs of COVID-19 patients. 
Convalescent plasma is a type of 
blood product collected from 
COVID-19 survivors who have 
antibodies that may help patients 
who are actively fighting the 
virus. 
 The Red Cross is not testing do-
nors to diagnose illness, referred 
to as a diagnostic test. To protect 
the health and safety of Red 
Cross staff and donors, it is im-
portant that individuals who do 
not feel well or believe they may 
be ill with COVID-19 postpone 
donation. 
 At a time when health infor-
mation has never been more im-
portant, the Red Cross is also 
screening all blood, platelet, and 
plasma donations from self-iden-
tified African American donors 
for the sickle cell trait. This ad-
ditional screening will provide 
Black donors with an additional 
health insight and help the Red 
Cross identify compatible blood 
types more quickly to help pa-
tients with sickle cell disease. 
Blood transfusion is an essential 
treatment for those with sickle 
cell disease, and blood donations 
from individuals of the same 
race, ethnicity and blood type 
have a unique ability to help pa-

tients fighting sickle cell disease. 
 Donors can expect to receive an-
tibody test and sickle cell trait 
screening results, if applicable, 
within one to two weeks through 
the Red Cross Blood Donor App 
and the online donor portal at 
RedCrossBlood.org. 
 
Blood drive safety 
 Each Red Cross blood drive and 
donation center follows the high-
est standards of safety and infec-
tion control, and additional 
precautions – including tempera-
ture checks, social distancing and 
face masks for donors and staff – 
have been implemented to help 
protect the health of all those in 
attendance. Donors are asked to 
schedule an appointment prior to 
arriving at the drive and are re-
quired to wear a face mask while 
at the drive, in alignment with 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention public guidance. 
 
 Nashville Predators Founda-
tion blood donation opportuni-
ties April 19 – April 23: 
 
Monday, April 19, 2021: 
 
Jackson Center 
6001 Moquin Dr. NW, Hunts-
ville, AL 35806 - 11:00 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m. 
 
Hendersonville Community 
Church 
381 West Main, Hendersonville, 
TN 37075 - 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m. 
 
YMCA Dickson 
225 Henslee Drive, Dickson, TN 
37055 - 2:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 
Faith Lutheran Church 
1655 Main Street, Lebanon, TN 
37087 - 12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
 
Courtyard by Marriott 
1980 Providence Parkway, 
Mount Juliet, TN 37122 - 11:00 
a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
City of Brentwood 
Brentwood Library, 8109 Con-
cord Rd., Brentwood, TN 37027 
- 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
Clarksville American Red 

Cross 
 
1760 Madison Street, Clarks-
ville, TN 37043 - 10:30 a.m. - 
4:30 p.m. 
 
East Tennessee American Red 
Cross Blood Drive 
 
6921 Middlebrook Pike, Knox-
ville, TN 37909 - 1:00 p.m. - 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center 
 
Light Hall, 2215 Garland Ave-
nue, Nashville, TN 37232 - 8:00 
a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
  
 
Tuesday, April 20, 2021 
 
American Red Cross Chapter 
Memphis 
 
1399 Madison Avenue, Mem-
phis, TN 38104 - 10:00 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m. 
 
Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center 
Light Hall, 2215 Garland Ave-
nue, Nashville, TN 37232 - 8:00 
a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
Northeast Tennessee American 
Red Cross Blood Drive 
660 Eastern Star Road, Kings-
port, TN 37663 - 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m. 
 
 Wednesday, April 21, 2021 
 
City of Brentwood 
Brentwood Library, 8109 Con-
cord Rd., Brentwood, TN 37027 
- 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
Clarksville American Red 
Cross 
1760 Madison Street, Clarks-
ville, TN 37043 - 10:30 a.m. - 
4:30 p.m. 
 
Sumner Station 
225 Big Station Camp Blvd., 
Gallatin, TN 37066 - 10:00 a.m. 
- 3:00 p.m. 
 
Holiday Inn University Plaza 
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will co-chair the Jr. NBA Court 
of Leaders along with Minnesota 
Lynx’s Napheesa Collier. Both 
Jackson Jr. and Collier have pre-
viously worked with youth ath-
letes and supported the league’s 
basketball development pro-
gramming as Jr. NBA ambassa-
dors. 
  "It's an awesome thing to see the 
Jr. NBA providing a platform to 
reward and empower young ath-
letes who have displayed excep-
tional passion, leadership and 
work ethic,” said Jackson Jr. 
“The basketball space needs 
more young voices advocating 
for their peers and the future of 
the sport, and I look forward to 
supporting the Jr. NBA Court of 
Leaders as they create positive 
change on the court and in their 
communities.” 
   
 Jaren has a significant focus in 
supporting women’s empower-
ment initiatives.  He is a second 
year ambassador for Nike’s 
Game Growers program which is 
geared towards encouraging 7th 
and 8th grade girls to increase 
sports participation in their com-
munities. He was also featured 
on the TODAY Show in April of 
last year promoting the Jr. NBA 
program and providing at-home 
suggestions to help young 
players practice at home during 
quarantine. Locally, Jackson Jr. 
has also participated in various 
Grizzlies Youth Basketball pro-
grams – including headlining the 
team’s first-ever All-Girls 
Summer Basketball Camp in 
2019 – and has hosted a Girls 
Summit and coinciding basket-

ball clinic of his own.  
 Jr. NBA Court of Leaders 
members will participate in per-
sonal development programming 
focused on topics including lead-
ership, decision-making, mental 
wellness and civic engagement, 
and convene monthly for webi-
nars and workshops featuring 
guest speakers to broaden their 
understanding of issues related to 
social justice, gender equality 
and career opportunities in the 
sports industry.  The young men 
and women will also meet with 
the NBA’s youth basketball de-
velopment team on a quarterly 
basis to offer insights on improv-
ing the youth basketball experi-
ence and enhancing Jr. NBA 
programs and events to meet 
young players’ evolving needs.  
The group will also collaborate 
on an annual social responsibility 
project to positively impact their 
communities. 
 
 The Jr. NBA is the league’s 
global youth basketball program 
for boys and girls that teaches the 
fundamental skills and core 
values of the game: teamwork, 
respect, determination and com-
munity.  fFor more information 
visit www.JrNBA.com or down-
load the Jr. NBA app. 
 Fans can follow along the 
Grizzlies’ Jr. NBA Week celebra-
tion – which includes various 
player/coach recognitions, equip-
ment donations, giveaway oppor-
tunities, and more – at 
www.MemGrizzYouth.com/jrnb
aweek, or can follow @Mem-
G r i z z Y o u t h 
(Twitter/Instagram/Facebook). 

Editorial: MLB must learn 
from Masters Tournament 
from sports page 2

legedly screwed local BLM 
chapters out of funds. We are not 
surprised, because this the Stan-
dard Operating Procedure of 
Black elites, anemic Black 
leaders, and Black politicos. 
 Not one member from the Con-
gressional Black Caucus (CBC) 
or so-called Black leader or 
Black Church (with one notable 
exception in Dr. Alveda King, 
niece of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.) came out to stand up for At-
lanta’s Black-owned businesses, 
small businesses, and other busi-
nesses.  Why? Because these are 
Black cliques who put the Dem-
ocrat Party (which is morphing 
into the Democrat Socialist 
Party) above its own community.  
This is not about racism. This is 
about Racism, Inc.  
 Also, this is about fear and sub-
jugation. Even Atlanta’s Black 
business owners are too afraid to 
speak out because BLM is apt to 
burn them down. Black is the 
new KKK. Sports is the new 
KKK. 
 For the record, the United States 
of America has produced more 
Black millionaires than any na-
tion on Earth. Jackie Robinson, 
the man who integrated baseball, 
would not understand the level of 
hate these Black athletes have 
when they have not endured any-
where what the great Jackie Rob-
inson did to pave the path for 
these Black brats most of whom 
can’t even sit down to READ 

anything as they sit in their man-
sions and ride in Cadillacs. It is 
obvious, they don’t give a damn 
about the Black vendors or White 
vendors trying to make a living 
or even about the fan who has 
saved his coins just to have a 
beer and hot dog and enjoy a 
game without politics and bull.    
 How convenient it is for even 
millionaire commissioners like 
Manfred to forget that it’s the 
‘lowly’ fans who pay their sal-
aries and utilities.  
 This group of spoiled Black ath-
lete brats, BLM, Black elites, and 
opportunist Black leaders will 
destroy sports. Weak commis-
sioners like Manfred will destroy 
sports.   
 Yes, what the sports world is 
doing is letting this small group 
of spoiled Black athletes take the 
sports industry down a spiral of 
no return under the guise of rac-
ism. These ignorant Black ath-
letes have successfully stripped 
Common Sense and run it naked 
in the street into the arms of a 
straitjacket. That straitjacket in 
the MLB is Commissioner Rob-
ert D. Manfred, Jr. who needs to 
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one notable exception in Dr. 
Alveda King, niece of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.) came 
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 These ignorant Black ath-
letes have successfully 
stripped Common Sense and 
run it naked in the street into 
the arms of a straitjacket. 
That straitjacket in the MLB 
is Commissioner Robert D. 
Manfred, Jr. who needs to be 
taken to the woodshed by 
someone in his organization 
who has Common Sense. You 
know, that rare commodity 

be taken to the woodshed by 
someone in his organization who 
has Common Sense. You know, 
that rare commodity very few 
leaders and CEOs seem to pos-
sess these days. 
 Sports must never become one 
of the branches of government. 
We must make the MLB the 
poster child that sports will not 
run America. 
 Again, we commend the Masters 
Tournament and its leadership 
for holding the line and standing 
their (golf) ground.  


